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Not-for-Profit Publishers working together

R.D. Welham, ALPSP, Editor of Learned Publishing

The Association of Learned and Professional Publishers (ALPSP) was founded in the UK in 1972.  Those involved in publishing for learned societies and similar not-for-profit bodies (universities and professional societies) felt that they had many common interests and concerns that were not fully addressed - if at all - in the activities of the established trade bodies which, inevitably, centred their efforts on general publishing.  Publishing for learned societies was ( and still is) often on a small scale and yet the need for greater professionalism within it was becoming apparent.  It was also desirable to have a voice for the common interests of learned publishers in dealings with the other partners in the business: authors, readers, librarians, agents.  It was also clear that such a voice was also needed in dealings with government in respect of the legal framework in which the business was carried out.

An account will therefore be given of the way in which ALPSP has developed internationally to serve the purposes outlined above: its efforts to improve the professionalism of its members by the provision of relevant information and training; and its participation fully in all the debates, initiatives, and negotiations that are part of the present rapidly-evolving world of STM and professional publishing.  There are good relations between ALPSP and organisations representing librarians because there is an increasing awareness that solutions to the problems of scholarly communication are more likely to include the existing partners than to be independent of them.

It will be suggested that ALPSP’s role will become even greater if there is an expansion of self-publishing within universities.  Those charged with such self-publishing will greatly benefit from access to the resources and expertise which are possessed and shared by the members and staff of ALPSP.  
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