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Dear Rector, Dear President, Dear Colleague,

3rd Seminar on Scholarly Communication “Trends in Education and Research: Developing Skills and Communication across Europe” Helsinki, 18-19 May 2006
UNICA, the network of UNIversities from the CApitals of Europe, organises a third seminar on scholarly information issues entitled “Trends in Education and Research: Developing Skills and Communication across Europe”. This conference will take place on the 18th and 19th of May 2006 at the University of Helsinki. 
	This seminar is intended for Vice-Rectors research, educational affairs, external relations, Deans of Faculty, Bologna Process coordinators, Senior academic librarians of the UNICA universities.


The seminar will address two topics related to scholarly information. 
The first day will be devoted to “the Bologna Process: the Role for Libraries in the Strategic Outreach of European Universities” and focus on information literacy development as a key element for education and research in the Bologna process context. 

The second day will discuss “Current Trends in Scholarly Communication”. It will provide an overview of open access initiatives in Europe and address economic and policy issues for research funders.  
The seminar is intended to be highly interactive and provides participants with opportunities to discuss the topics, to raise questions and to share experience. At the end of the seminar, they will be invited to issue conclusions and recommendations that will be disseminated by the UNICA network organisation towards the academic authorities of the UNICA universities and towards the European Union Commission. It is crucial that academic decision makers and head librarians be present in order to involve all the parties in the debate and to achieve conclusions that suit best the scientific community.

Please find enclosed the complete programme of the seminar and information about hotels. 
Registration to the conference is free of charge for UNICA members.
We are very much looking forward to your participation.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur Mettinger

President UNICA

NB: This conference is following up two previous seminars on scholarly communication issues which were held at the Universidad Complutense in Madrid in 2002 and at Universität Wien in 2004. The conclusions and recommendations are available on the UNICA web site http://www.ulb.ac.be/unica/sem-scholar.html
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