[image: image1.jpg]COMISION EUROPEA
EVROPSKA KOMISE
EUROPA-KOMMISSIONEN
EUROPAISCHE KOMMISSION
EUROOPA KOMISJON
EYPQIAIKH EMITPOMH
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
COMMISSION EUROPEENNE
COMMISSIONE EUROPEA
EIROPAS KOMISIJA
EUROPOS KOMISIJA
EUROPAI BIZOTTSAG
KUMMISSJONI EWROPEA
EUROPESE COMMISSIE
KOMISJA EUROPEJSKA
COMISSAO EUROPEIA
EUROPSKA KOMISIA
EVROPSKA xowsu,«'
EUROOPAN KOMISSIO

EUROPEISKA KOMMISSIONEN

COMM

IP/06/653

Brussels, 19 May 2006

The European Commission welcomes the creation of
a “Certificate on European Law on Immigration and
Asylum”

The European Commission welcomes the announcement of the creation of a
“Certificate on European Law on Immigration and Asylum” by the Odysseus
Academic Network. The Commission considers the creation of this one year
programme of training as an interesting contribution of the academic
community to the development of a common policy on immigration and
asylum. There is indeed a growing need for specific training on those issues in
the Member States and offering training opportunities is also a significant
element of capacity building for third countries cooperating with the EU to
improve immigration and asylum management.

Vice-President Franco Frattini, Commissioner responsible for Freedom, Security and
Justice noted: “The course provides the opportunity to live in a unique European
environment, with instructors coming from academic institutions in many different
Member States as well as from the EU institutions, and to take part in an
intellectually stimulating experience as part of a group of 30-40 participants
specialising in the area of immigration and asylum with different backgrounds from all
over Europe. | look forward to handing out the first certificate to the students in July
2007”

The programme which is the first of this kind, will offer its participant a deep
understanding of the developing European Law on Immigration and Asylum from a
theoretical as well as practical point of view. It is made of one introductory module
followed by two specialised modules on immigration and asylum and a research

paper.

The “Odysseus Network” is the Academic Network for Legal Studies on Immigration
and Asylum in Europe” created in 1999 with the financial support of the European
Commission. The courses will start in September 2006 in Brussels and are given in
English. All information is available on the website
http://www.ulb.ac.be/assoc/odysseus
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